
The Erroneous Misuse of “Or” 

     Our world today had become so political!  We are divided by nearly anything we can imagine!  Are we 

for civil rights or do we support the police? Do we guard our individual freedoms or do we prefer our 

neighbor’s health and welfare? Do we trust in the infallibility of scripture or do we trust in the natural 

sciences?  This fallacy sets two foundational beliefs in opposition to each other completely 

unnecessarily!   

     In his book, Strong and Weak, Andy Crouch describes the importance of understanding different 

views not as linear opposing views but rather in a 2x2 grid.  Today, I want to focus on two seemingly 

opposing views of parenting and describe how using a 2x2 grid can help us to embrace the strengths of 

both views.   

     Often, I am asked the question “Is it more important to be firm or warm as a parent?”  The question 

assumes the erroneous idea that one cannot be both firm and warm, which of course, is false.  In fact, it 

is not only false, it is what I believe Jesus describes when he warns us in Proverbs 13:24, that to spare 

the rod will spoil the child, but then exhorts us in Ephesians 6:4, not to exasperate your children. The 

2x2 grid would look something like this: 

 

 

 

 

Here the X axis would signify 

“Warmth” and the Y axis would 

signify “Firmness.” 

 

 

 

 

     One can see that those advocating against firmness often can overcompensate into indulging their 

children.  These children risk becoming entitled or selfish brats! While those that advocate against 

warmth can overcompensate into an authoritarian position where they lose relationship with their child. 

These children often rebel against not only their parents, but their parent’s beliefs and values. There is a 

third option even worse as it is being absent, either physically or emotionally, or both!  The proper view 

sees parenting as a complex pursuit of intentional kindness and authority.  I believe when we stop 

pigeonholing ourselves into mistaken ideas of needing to choose between two good things, we can be 

better parents, and ultimately, better Kingdom people!    
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